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Cowichan Watershed 

 



This Evening 
 

 Background  
 Bigger Picture Issues 

 Cowichan Watershed Plan - Context 

 

 Cowichan Watershed Board 
 7 Targets – giving meaning to the Plan 

 

 Virtual Watershed Tour 
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Big Picture (elephants to consider) 
 

 Climate Change 

 Pop Growth/Bio-diversity Concerns 

 Financial Crisis/ 

   Peak Debt 

 Peak Sr Govt. 

 Rights  
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 Completed early 2007 

 

 6 Goals, 23 Objectives, 
89 Actions 

 

 For 3 yrs implementation 
scant due to governance 
/leadership issues 

 

 
 

The Water Management Plan 

15/04/2015 Cowichan Watershed Board / VIU Speakers Series 5 



 Local leadership 

 CVRD/Cowichan 
Tribes full 
partners 

 Inclusive of fed. 
& prov. gov’ts 

 Include opinion 
leaders 

 Special advisors 

 Strong Technical 
Advisory 
Committee 

Cowichan Watershed Board Model  
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CWB Governance  
 

 Legitimately 
represent all 
interests 
(accountability) 

 Integrated-whole 
watershed 
thinking 

 Attract partners & 
funding 

 Consensus 
approach  
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CWB Members 
 
Cowichan Tribes 
 Chief Chip Seymour*  
 Debra Toporowski 
 
At Large 
 Hon. David Anderson 
 Mayor Ross Forrest 
 Lori Iannidinardo 
 Tim Kulchyski 
 Matthew Louie 

 
 

B.C. 
 Dr. David Froese 
 David Slade 
    
  
* Co-chairs 

 

 
 
CVRD 
 Mayor John Lefebure* 
 Klaus Kuhn 
 Ian Morrison 

 
Canada 
 Andy Thomson 

 
Special Advisors 
 Arvid Charlie 
 Dr. Bruce Fraser 
 Ted van der Gulik 
 Dr. Rick Nordin 
 Oliver Brandes 
 Rob Hutchins 
 
Tech. Advisory Comm. 
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Targets: 

 Fish Sustainability 

 Summer Flows 

 Water Quality 

 Estuarine Health 

 Efficient Water Use 

 Watershed IQ 

 Protect Riparian  

  Areas 
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Cowichan Lake 
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12 
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14 
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Mapping of FIM Reports using Google Maps 
http://www.cowichan-lake-stewards.ca/workshop.htm 
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18 



19 
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21 



22 

Lake level approaching full supply 



23 

River Flow currently 47 cms and dropping 
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Minimal Snow Pack / near zero 
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Downstream of weir Greendale Trestle   

Cowichan Lake Outlet 
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Profile – 
Exaggerated 
Vertical Scale  

W
e
ir

 

&
 G

a
te

s
 

U
p

p
e
r 

 

T
re

s
tl

e
 

H
ig

h
w

a
y
 

B
ri

d
g

e
 

G
re

e
n

d
a
le

 

T
re

s
tl

e
 

River bed elevation at Greendale higher than at weir 

No drop in water level over the weir 
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Broadway Run  
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Slide adds sediment to 
the Cowichan River 
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Ripping apart old 
stumps 
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Treatment designed to 
use natural processes of 

landslide recovery to 
treat the slide.  
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Dense live staking 
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Slows flow velocities, 
adds root strength and 
removes excess water. 

Assists recovery. 
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Stolz Bluff 

15/04/2015 Cowichan Watershed Board / VIU Speakers Series 41 



15/04/2015 Cowichan Watershed Board / VIU Speakers Series 42 



15/04/2015 Cowichan Watershed Board / VIU Speakers Series 43 



44 15/04/2015 Cowichan Watershed Board / VIU Speakers Series 



Catalyst Pumps 
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Black bridge air photo 
Black Bridge 
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Quamichan Village 
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Sewage lagoons/ JUB 
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North arm 
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Estuary 
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Huy ch qa. Thank you! 

Special thanks to all the photographers, particularly Genevieve 
Singleton, Paul Fletcher, Eric Marshall, James Craig, Ray Dimarchi, 
Wilf Luedke, Cowichan Land Trust, CERCA, Clay Reitsma, and more!  
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Context – Local 
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Context – Local 
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