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Cowichan Watershed Board

Established in 2010 to

> Provide leadership/
direction for managing
the Cowichan
watershed

o2 el -~ . > Implement the
= e LT e Cowichan Basin Water
s " Management Plan

> Engage community
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Cawichan Basti

WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

Cowichan Basin Water
Management Plan Goal #1.:
Reduce Water Demand




Today...
» The Challenge

» Benefits of water
conservation for purveyors

>»What works to reduce
water use”?

»Next steps N




The Challenge
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Meet or beat Ladysmith’s

daily average domestic water use _ .
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level of 246L /person/d




Why Conserve?

Its not about
having less,
but wasting
less, so Its
there when
we need It.
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Why Conserve?

Dinosaur
Pee: The
world’s
fresh water
Is all we’ve
got.



Why Conserve?

Be prepared for
future growth

Reduce impacts

of climate

change, which is
trending

towards drier (&)
summers




Why Conserve?

- Protecting
riparian
ecosystems

- Free
ecological

_ 200 chinodk salmon ejggugj Services (eg

o sewage o
dilution) (=

=\

; r.nll.'.p"\’.




Why Conserve?

-Local food
security.
More
summer
Ty \vater =

= ¥ more food
== potential.
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Why Conserve?

- Responsible Water
Purveying!
» Cost Avoidance — pumping,
piping, treatment, disposal

infrastructure

» Cost Savings - energy

> Econc_)my — indust_ry, T
recreation and tourism etc. =~~~




What Works?

YAY: Quality Images, Low Prices

Fix leaks!

» 15-70%0 of
municipal water
use is wasted
through leaks.

» Cowichan Lake
recently found a ol W ihncy W
1700m3/mo. leak! e
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What works?

Water Pricing (purchasing power parity)

$0.00 $0.50 $1.00 $1.50 $2.00 $2.50 P r i C i n g

» Sustainable water
iIsn’t cheap.

Netherlands

> Raise prices to

United Kingdom

Finland cover all admin,
italy education,
iovien maintenance,
Ireland upgrading,
Spain conservation-

United States related =
Canada operational and=~="

100 150 200 250 300 350
Water Consumption (litres per day per person)




What works?

> Metering

> Clear educational
guarterly billing

=

> Tiered pricing =

—\




What works?

e.d. Increasing block rate pricing structure - Ladysmith
RATES FOR SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS: EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2013

76-100 i 68.70

101-125 . 93.70

125 + 127 .45 (25m3)




What Works?

» I mproving
water
knowledge.

»Creating a
culture of
conservation.



What Works?

Knowledge
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532 households were surveyed in August 2011\1’;_Q\\
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assess the public’s general knowledge\
about water and water conser




What Works?

Public Support

532 Residents have a
good attitude about
water conservation

» 61%0 think It Is very
Important

» 31%0 think it is fairly _
- )\
Important (&)




Next Steps

Join the Challenge

» Develop a game plan

» Partner on public
education — public
kick-off event in early
July.
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» Annual reportj




TOGETHER WE CAN _

OVERCOME OUR WATER

CHALBENGES




